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ghee over the rice and put the lid upside down, and you will find presently that the rice is nicely cooked without any being taken away, and it will be more palatable too !" The disciple did as he was bidden ; and as the result, the party found a most palatable dish served that afternoon, to which everyone did full justice.
At Tanakpur, fifteen miles away, where one reaches the plains, the Dak-bungalow was found to be occupied. Accommodation was accordingly secured in the bazaar on the upper floor of a grocer's shop, which proved very smoky from the constant cooking of parties of travellers below. The kind-hearted shopkeeper gave the Swami his own charpoi, or a grass-stringed bedstead, to sleep upon. But being too old and shaky, it cracked noisily at every movement of the Swami, giving warning that it might collapse with a crash at any moment. He was, however, in the best of spirits and made fun over this awkward situation.
On the next morning, riding-ponies were secured for the remainder of the journey to Pilibhit, for there was no railway from Tanakpur to Pilibhit at the time. The Swami Sadananda chose for himself the horse which seemed most spirited. He spurred it on, with the result that it went at full speed. When the Swami and his party had proceeded a mile or more from Tanakpur, he became anxious at not meeting Sadananda. Enquiring of a passer-by, they learned that the horse had bolted making his way through the field just ahead of them." All immediately alighted and went in that direction. Soon they found the missing monk, leading the horse, which had now become tired and submissive. It had thrown the rider into a ditch, an escapade from which he fortunately escaped unhurt. This incident brings to mind another that occurred at Khetri when the same monk tried a spirited horse and the Swami and others stood watching the experiment from the roof of the Rajah's palace. All were nervous, but after a time, the monk was seen with the horse galloping at full speed and yet under the complete control of his rider. This delighted the Swami and he said